
Consejos integrados y 
vídeos educativos

The Creative Curriculum® 
para preescolar 
Seriamente divertido. Fácil de usar. 

Despierte el potencial de cada niño con el currículo de educación 
preescolar #1 basado en la investigación y el juego, rediseñado con 
nuevos y emocionantes estudios y orientación docente en cada paso

• Basado en el juego: Despierte la curiosidad, la
creatividad y el pensamiento crítico con estudios
prácticos para niños de 3 a 5 años.

• El desarrollo integral del niño: Asegúrese de que los
niños desarrollen habilidades que los preparen para
la escuela y la vida, incluyendo el lenguaje y la
lectoescritura, las matemáticas y las destrezas
socioemocionales.

• Fácil de usar para los maestros: Ahórreles tiempo
a los maestros con herramientas intuitivas
impresas y digitales, además de nuevos consejos y
videos para orientación en el momento.

• Enfoque familiar: Comparta mensajes, cartas a la
familia y recursos para el salón de clases a fin de
crear una conexión profunda entre el hogar y la
escuela.

REDISEÑADO! 

¿Qué es un estudio?
Los estudios son investigaciones detalladas, 
basadas en proyectos, sobre temas con los que 
los niños pueden identificarse y que les resultan 
interesantes (cada estudio tiene una duración de 
4 semanas).

Sorting & Classifying
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Qué incluye
Diseñado por el líder en educación temprana para reinventar la educación preescolar con recursos 
totalmente nuevos y herramientas innovadoras que optimizan la planificación, la enseñanza, la 
participación de las familias y mucho más

Componentes impresos y digitales
• Guía curricular

• Lista de verificación Para comenzar

• 9 Guías de enseñanza (Las primeras
seis semanas: Para crear una
comunidad del salón de de clases,
Bloques, El cuerpo humano, El clima,
Brushes, Plants, Tools, Restaurants,
The End of the Year)

• 262 Tarjetas de enseñanza
intencional (bilingües)

• 100 Mega Minutos®

• 44 libros en la Colección de literatura
infantil (44 impresos, más de 200 en la
Biblioteca de recursos digitales de
Cloud)

• 44 Tarjetas Hablemos de Libros™

• 12 Tarjetas para leer y conversar

• 128 Photo Cards (bilingües)

• 20 Tarjetas numéricas (bilingües)

• 52 Tarjetas de letras (mayúsculas
& minúsculas)

• 7 Volúmenes de Los Fundamentos
(sólo digital)

• Recursos imprimibles para cada
estudio (sólo digital)

• Preschool Foundation Checklist
(sólo digital)

• Cartas a las familias para cada
estudio

The Creative Curriculum® Cloud
Acceso a una plataforma digital que incluye

• una biblioteca de recursos impresos en 
inglés y español;

• comunicación bidireccional y listas de 
reproducción multimedia para compartir 
con las familias;

• una Biblioteca infantil digital con más de 
200 títulos de libros;

• un programa de bienvenida específico 
con un coach dedicado;

• desarrollo profesional continuo, que 
incluye 400 horas de cursos y contenidos 
con créditos CEU; y

• una comunidad de aprendizaje 
profesional de más de 100 mil 
educadores.

The Creative Curriculum® 

Book Discussion Cards™

Vocabulary / Vocabulario

Objective 18 Comprehends and responds to books and other texts

a. Interacts during reading experiences, book conversations, and text reflections 

Related Objectives: 2b, 8a, 9a, 10a, 10b, 17a, 18c

compliment

to say something nice about 

someone

confused
when you feel like you don’t 

understand something

decorated
made something look nice with 

colors, drawings, or other things

drilled
made a hole in something

gloomy
when something looks dark and sad

retreated
moved away or hid from something 

underground

below the ground

caparazón
parte dura que cubre a algunos 

animales

confundido
cuando no entiendes algo

cumplido 
decir algo bonito sobre alguien

decoración
hacer que algo se vea bonito con 

colores, dibujos u otras cosas

grandioso
algo muy bueno

profundas 
que están muy abajo o muy hacia 

adentro

taladró
hizo un agujero en algo

02 The Right Place 
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The Right Place
Original book by Beatrice Masini

The Creative Curriculum® 

Book Discussion Cards™

“ After a long, long nap, Squirrel wakes up in his cold 

and lonely home and decides it doesn’t feel like the 

‘right place’ for him to live. He wants to be close to 

his friends, so he asks them to describe the ‘right 

place’ to live. Will Squirrel live in a hole like his friend 

Woodpecker or down in a tunnel like his friend Mole? 

Where in the world can he live to be close to his 

friends and feel like he’s in the ‘right place?’ Let’s 

read to find out!”

Parts of a Plant

Fruit

Flower

Stem

Leaf

Roots

The Creative Curriculum® 

Book Discussion Cards™

Vocabulary / Vocabulario

Objective 18 Comprehends and responds to books and other texts

a. Interacts during reading experiences, book conversations, and text reflections 

Related Objectives: 1a, 2b, 2d, 8a, 9a, 11a, 29, 30

binoculars
a device you look through to see 

things that are far away

furious
very angry

hazelnut
a tasty nut from a hazel tree

selfish
acting without thinking of how 

others feel

share
to let others use things you own

split
to separate

stroll
a slow, casual walk

avellana
una nuez rica que viene del 

avellano

compartir
dejar que otros usen lo que es tuyo

egoísta
alguien que no piensa en cómo se 

sienten los demás

furioso
muy enojado

partir
separar en dos o más partes

paseo
una caminata lenta y tranquila 

prismáticos
un aparato para mirar cosas que 

están muy lejos

01 The Last Hazelnut
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The Last Hazelnut
Original book by Susanna Isern

“ Tim the squirrel and Teo the rabbit are best friends 

who both love mountaintops and hazelnuts. But even 

the best of friends can struggle with sharing! One 

day, while sharing a snack, someone takes the last 

hazelnut and both friends feel so angry and hurt. 

This friendship is in trouble! Will they ever be able to 

repair their friendship? Will they apologize and learn 

to share? Will we ever find out who really took the 

last hazelnut?”

The Creative Curriculum® 

Book Discussion Cards™

Introduction

Reading with multilingual learners is a 

wonderful way to expand their knowledge 

of the world around them, promote their 

vocabulary development, build their sense 

of story, and help them develop a love of 

reading. All children, and particularly children 

who are learning English, benefit from hearing 

stories read aloud multiple times. How and 

when you read the stories can be just as 

important as what you read.

Guidance for Multilingual Learners 

Book Discussion Cards™

The Creative Curriculum® Book Discussion Cards™

After reading, provide targeted support for multilingual 

learners in a small-group or one-on-one setting 

during choice time. Talk about the book; reinforce

vocabulary; and, based on children’s level of English

language acquisition, ask questions that the children 

are likely able to answer with some scaffolded support. 

The Book Discussion Cards™ in Spanish can be used

to identify the targeted Spanish vocabulary words 

and help children make the connection between the 

Spanish and English words. If possible, you can also ask 

children’s families to help you translate the vocabulary 

into their first language to support all children’s 

language acquisition. Targeted practice of the words 

before, during, and after the read-aloud provide 

repetition and multiple opportunities for children

to hear, say, and master the words. You can further 

support children’s language and literacy development 

by providing picture cards that have vocabulary words 

in English and other languages in the Library area. 

After reading 
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Asks and answers questions about details 
in text (18a)

Before Reading
Show the children the cover of the book and 
read the title. Ask, “What do you think this book 
is about?”

While Reading
Pause occasionally and ask the children questions 
about what is happening in the story, e.g., “The girl 
is lost in the woods. How did she get there? What 
do you think she will do next?”

After Reading
Ask the children to recall details about the story, 
such as the setting and characters’ names, e.g., 
“What was the setting of this story? The setting is 
where the story takes place.”

Asks and answers questions about words 
in text (18a)

Before Reading
Explain to the children that they will be word 
detectives and find words they don’t know while 
reading the story.

While Reading
Encourage the children to ask questions about the 
words they don’t know. Read the sentence with the 
unknown word again. Ask questions that prompt 
the children to share what they think the word 
means, e.g., “The girl was exhausted after helping 
her mom make cupcakes. Look at the girl’s face. 
What do you think the word exhausted means?”

After Reading
Try using the words that the children learned about 
in conversations throughout the day.

01 Fiction The Creative Curriculum® 
Read-Aloud Strategy Cards

Characters and Setting Word Detectives
1 2
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Makes text connections to illustrations (18a)
Before Reading
Show the children the book’s cover and read the title. Say, “This story features a community, or a group of people who live together in a neighborhood. What do you see on this cover? What do you think this story will be about?”

While Reading
Point out illustrations of community activities and ask, “What is happening in this picture? How is the community working together?”

After Reading
Invite children to share how the story reflects their own community, e.g., “Did this story remind you of anything in your own community?”

Suggests solutions to social problems (3b)

Before Reading
Choose a book that features a community working 
together to solve a problem. Show the children the book’s cover and read the title. Say, “In this story, the community is working to solve a problem. What 

do you think the problem is?”

While Reading
Invite the children to suggest solutions to the community’s problem, e.g., “What do you think the community should do to help make the baseball field?”

After Reading
Discuss how the characters solved the problem and ask what they would like to do to make their community nicer, e.g., “What are some things you would like to change about your community?”

My Community Working Together

1

2

06 Community
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The Creative Curriculum® Read-Aloud Strategy Cards

Letter recognition (16a)

Before ReadingInvite the children to sing the “Alphabet Song.” 

Show the children the cover of the book, read the 

title, and explain that the book is about letters.While ReadingEncourage the children to identify any letters they 

are familiar with. After identifying the letter, model 

making the letter sound and invite the children to 

repeat the sound after you.
After Reading
Place the alphabet book and magnetic letters in 

the Toys and Games area for the children to use to 

practice matching letters to the ones found within 

the book.

Asks and answers questions about details 
in text (18a)

Before ReadingShow the children the book’s cover. Read the title 

and ask, “What do you see on the cover? What do 

you think this book is about?”
While ReadingPause occasionally and ask questions about what 

will happen next, e.g., “What letter do you think is 

on the next page?”

After Reading
Place the alphabet book and molding dough in 

the Toys and Games area for the children to use to 

practice making letters like the ones from the book.

Alphabet Song
Letter Story

1

2

11 Alphabet
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Brushes are bristly; brushes can clean. Brushes are part of 

 your daily routine! Which brush is perfect for sweeping the 

floor? What might you use a bottle brush for? Is there a brush 

you could use on your hair? What sort of brush would you 

choose for its care? There’s even a brush you can use to make 

art. Let’s read to find out how to tell them apart!
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Cloudy

Stormy
Snowy

Windy

Sunny

Rainy

 Sunny 

 Sunny 

 Windy

 Windy

 Rainy

 Rainy

 Stormy

 Stormy

 Snowy

 Snowy

 Cloudy

 Cloudy

Current Weather Checklist
Current Weather Checklist

Seed

Sapling
Plant

Sprout
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What You Do

The Creative Curriculum® Intentional Teaching Experiences
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to Watch

Materials: elastic band or rope (about 8 feet long) 
with ends attached; two-dimensional shapes, 
e.g., plastic or paper triangle, circle, rectangle, 
and square

1.  Tell the children a story about a farmer who likes to 
build fancy fences for his farm animals. Explain to 
the children that they will pretend to be the farmer’s 
helpers and build fences in four different shapes. As 
you name each shape, hold it up and display it for the 
children to see. Discuss the attributes of each shape. 

“What is this shape I’m holding? Yes, it’s a square-
rectangle. We know that because it has four sides 
that are all the same length.”

2.  Explain that you will sing a song, and they should 
listen carefully to find out the shape of the fence the 
farmer wants them to build. Sing the following to the 
tune of “The Farmer in the Dell.”

The farmer builds a fence,The farmer builds a fence,Hi-ho the derry-o,
The farmer builds a fence.Make the fence a triangle,Make the fence a triangle,Hi-ho the derry-o,

Make the fence a triangle.
3.  Ask the children to describe the first fence shape 

they will build. Discuss the ways the children can use 
the elastic band to make the shape.“How many corners does the triangle have? That’s 
right; it has three. How many corners will our triangle 
fence need? How do we make a corner?’”4.  Have the children stand and hold the elastic band 

to form a triangle. Offer assistance as needed. 
Compare the characteristics of their triangle to the 
smaller shape they used as a guide.5.  Continue the activity as long as it interests the children or until all the shapes have been 

duplicated. Invite the children to suggest other 
types of fences they can make.

Multilingual Learners • If children are beginning to speak in sentences, give them plenty of opportunities to talk. Be sure to model the correct use of English, but do not correct their grammar.
• When multilingual learners ask you to name an object in English, ask them to tell you its name in their first languages.• Speak slowly and clearly, emphasizing the shape of the fence the farmer wants them to build.

• Use pictures to show what a farmer is and what a fence is.
Including All Children• Program different shape names into a child’s communication device.• Have additional shapes ready for children 
to feel as you describe each one.• Pair children together. One child gives instructions and the other makes the shape.

Questions to Guide Your Observations
• Was the child able to use the elastic band to form a shape? What shapes did the child recognize? (21b)• Was the child able to convey his ideas about the process of making shapes? (9a)• How long was the child able to attend to this experience? (11a)

• Did the child sing along? (34)

M50
Toys and Games

Objective 21 
Explores and describes spatial  relationships and shapesb. Understands shapes

Related Objectives: 3b, 4, 8b, 9a, 11a, 14a, 34

The Farmer Builds a Fence

YELLOW As you sing the song, point to the appropriate shape. Then use the band to make the shape.

“This time we sang about a circle. Now you point to the circle.”

“I’m going to spread the band out on the floor to make the circle. Can you help me spread the 

band to make a circle that looks like the one I showed you?”GREEN Encourage the child to point to the appropriate shape as you sing the song.

“This time we sang about a circle. Can you show me which shape is a circle?”

Point out attributes of each shape as the child forms part of the fence. 

“We need a fence shaped like a square. The square is different from the triangle because it has 

four corners.”

GREEN
Encourage the child to work with friends to form the shape together. Assist them as needed.

“You have a good start because there are three of you and the triangle has three sides. Where do 

you think you should stand?”

BLUE

BLUE
Encourage the child to think about how to move and still maintain the original shape. 

“What happens when you move your corner closer to the chalkboard? What shape is the fence 

now? If you make one side of the triangle longer, will it still be a triangle? Can you make a triangle 

with two long sides?”

PURPLE

PURPLE Without adult assistance, encourage the child holding the elastic band to form shapes with 

the other children holding the band.“I see you are moving your classmates farther apart. How does that change the shape you 

are making?”

Teaching Sequence
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What You Do

The Creative Curriculum® Intentional Teaching Experiences
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to Watch

YELLOW Use two sets of matching cards (four cards total) that are distinctly different, e.g., cars and 

butterflies, to play the game. Allow the child to watch you turn the cards face down, and 

invite him to remember where to find a matching card. Encourage him to name the objects on 

the cards.

GREEN Increase the number of cards used from three to five pairs. Allow the child to look at the 

picture on each card and watch you turn the cards face down. Prompt the child to remember 

where to find the matching card and explain their matches.

“We saw the red bird in the first row. Do you remember where it was in that row?”

GREEN Use up to six pairs of cards for the game. Turn the cards face down without the child 

observing. Invite her to find matching pairs with minimal prompting. After flipping the cards, 

have the child explain why they do or do not match.

“I see you turned over a card with a leaf on it. Have we seen another leaf card yet? You’re right, we 

have. Can you find the leaf card to match?”
BLUE

BLUE Include six to eight pairs of cards with similar pictures, e.g., pairs of shoes, types of fruit, or 

butterflies. Invite the child to explain the similarity of all the cards and of individual matches.

“Now all the cards have shoes on them. We need to find the matching shoes. You found a black 

sneaker and a red sneaker. Do they match? No, you’re right, they don’t match. We’ll need to look for 

two sneakers that are the same color.”
PURPLE

PURPLE Use many sets of matching cards. Encourage the child to describe strategies he uses to 

remember where various cards are that he has recently uncovered. 

“We have lots of pairs to find. Let’s see if we can match them all. We’ll really have to pay attention to 

remember where each card is.”

“Rishi, you found that match so quickly! Can you explain to us how you knew which cards to turn over?”

Materials: memory game, lotto game, or a set of 

duplicate pictures or objects (If your classroom 

does not have a memory game, you can create 

one by gluing pictures of matching objects onto 

index cards.)

1.  Invite two or three children at a time to play a memory 

game with you. Look at the pictures on the cards and 

talk about each before beginning the game.

2.  Engage one child at a time to do the activity with 

you. Seat the child next to you and arrange the 

cards face down to hide the pictures. Explain that 

you will take turns turning over two cards to look for 

matching pictures. 

“First, you will turn over two cards. If the cards 

match, then we’ll pick them up and take them out 

of the game. If the cards do not match, then you 

will turn them over, and it will be my turn to pick 

two cards.”

3.  Demonstrate how to play the game and model the 

language they should use while playing.  

“I turned over a fish and a turtle. These are not the 

same. I don’t have a match. Now it’s your turn.”

4.  When a set of matching cards is found, ask the 

child to identify the picture before removing the 

cards from those remaining. Continue the game as 

long as the child is interested. 

5.  Show the children how to take turns using the cards 

with a partner. Explain that the memory game will be 

in the Toys and Games area for children to play with 

at choice time. 

Multilingual Learners 

• Give all children time to express 

themselves.

• When needed, use simple sentence 

structure and short sentences with 

easy vocabulary.

• Model self-talk by explaining what you 

see on the card as it is turned over, e.g., 

“A purple triangle! I wonder what this card 

shows. A blue circle!”

• Be sure to include word cards that have 

objects that are culturally appropriate 

and familiar to the children.

• Point out objects on the cards that 

sound similar in English and Spanish, 

such as circle and circulo and triangle 

and triángulo.

Including All Children

• Make a card more rigid by gluing it onto 

heavier paper or cardstock.

• Enlarge the cards and pictures. Review 

the pictures before beginning the game.

• Include pictures of objects that are 

familiar to the children in your class.

• Allow a child to select a card in various 

ways other than turning it over, such as 

pointing to it, touching it, or describing 

its position.

• Put hook-and-loop fasteners on the 

cards, and place them on a felt board for 

the child to pull off.

• Describe the picture on the card as it 

is selected.

Questions to Guide 

Your Observations

• How many matching sets of cards was 

the child able to find? What strategies did 

the child use to recall the pictures and 

locations of the cards he had already 

seen? (12a)

• Did the child understand and follow the 

rules when playing with you? (1b)

• Was the child able to pick up and turn 

over the cards? (7a)

• Was the child able to describe or name 

the pictures? (9a)

LL08
Toys and Games

Objective 12

Remembers and connects experiences

a. Recognizes and recalls

Related Objectives: 1b, 7a, 8a, 9a, 13Memory Games

Teaching Sequence
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Materials: building blocks or other stackable items; 

standard and nonstandard measuring tools, e.g., 

ruler, measuring tape, or scale; plastic links or yarn

1.  Invite the children to join you in the Block area. 

Spread a group of blocks for the children to explore. 

Explain that they will build block structures that 

they will measure and compare. Allow them to 

build without direction for several minutes before 

continuing the activity.

“You can use these blocks to build a structure. When 

you finish, we’ll use our tools to measure what you 

have made.”

2.  Invite the children to use the measuring tools 

as they examine each structure.

“Armando placed several blocks side by side. His 

structure is wide. Let’s see how wide it is using this 

measuring tape. Now we can place the measuring 

tape next to the other buildings and see if any of 

them are as wide as Armando’s.”

3.  Allow the children to use the blocks and measuring 

tools for as long as it interests them. Explain that 

the measuring tools will be in the Block area for 

them to use during choice time. 

Multilingual Learners 

• When multilingual learners ask you to 

name an object in English, ask them to 

tell you its name in their first languages.

• Include answer options in the phrasing 

of a question. For example, ask, “Do you 

think your building is taller or shorter 

than Luna’s?” 

• Speak slowly and clearly, using gestures 

to clarify concepts such as bigger than, 

smaller than, equal to.

Including All Children

• Provide measuring tools that a child can 

manipulate successfully. It may be helpful 

to place the object on a tray or table.

• Pair children of different skill levels. One 

child can choose an object to measure 

and the other child can measure it.

• If using links, ribbon, or string as a 

measuring tool, tape one end in place.

Questions to Guide  

Your Observations

• Did the child understand and use 

measurement words, e.g., tall, taller, 

tallest; wide, wider, long, etc.? (22a)

• In what ways did the child work 

with the group and share ideas and 

predictions? (3a)

• How did the child grasp and use tools to 

measure the blocks? (7a)

• How long was the child able to attend to 

this experience? (11a)

M09
Blocks

Objective 22

Compares and measures 

a. Measures objects

Related Objectives: 3a, 7a, 8a, 9a, 11a, 20a, 28

Bigger Than, Smaller 

Than, Equal To

YELLOW Choose two blocks of different lengths. Allow the child to explore each one. Ask her to point to 

the longer block.

“Which block is longer? You pointed to the red one. Yes, it’s longer. That means the green block is 

shorter than the red block.”

GREEN Have the child compare three block structures and name the tallest and the shortest. 

“Kristal used many blocks for their tower. Is Kristal’s tower the tallest? Look at the other two and see 

how tall they look next to Kristal’s.”

GREEN Invite the child to use a measuring tool to find two equal-size structures.

“You can use this ruler to find two towers that are about the same height. Hold up your ruler to the 

tower to measure it. Now let’s see if you can find another tower that is as tall as the tower you just 

measured.”BLUE

BLUE Encourage the child to measure various structures and point out the shortest, tallest, etc.

“I see you have a measuring tape to use for measuring. Which structures would you like to 

measure? Let’s see if you can find the shortest building and the tallest or highest building.”

PURPLE

PURPLE Encourage the child to estimate the length, width, height, etc., using a ruler or other 

measuring tool. Allow her to test the estimations. Repeat the process using different tools.

“The last tower you measured was 7 inches tall. Do you think this tower is taller than the 7 on your 

ruler? How tall do you think it might be? Let’s measure and find out.”

Teaching Sequence
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Materials: container, pieces of ribbon or yarn of the same width, at least one ribbon per child
Cut the ribbon into pieces of different lengths and equal lengths.

1.  Have a small group of children sit in a circle. Pass around the container of ribbons and have each child select a piece. Ask them to place the ribbons on the floor in front of them. 
2.  Invite two children to lay their ribbons side by side and talk about the similarities and differences between the two pieces. As the children discuss color, texture, and pattern, introduce the words length, short-shorter, long-longer, etc. Explain that length describes the distance between two points, or how long something is. 

3.  Demonstrate how to compare various lengths of ribbon by lining them up. Explain that if the end of the first ribbon extends beyond the second ribbon, then the first ribbon is longer.

4.  Continue to invite the children to compare their ribbons and talk about what they see.“Sonya’s ribbon is the same length as Dallas’s ribbon.”
“Leo, can you find someone who has a ribbon shorter than yours?”
“Your two ribbons are equal, or the same length.”“Derrek’s ribbon is as long as Tasheen’s ribbon, but shorter than Karina’s ribbon.”

5.  Tell the children that the ribbons will be in the Toys and Games area during choice time for them to use. Use the ribbons to help the children make the transition to the next activity by dismissing the child with the longest ribbon, the shortest, etc.

Multilingual Learners 
• When multilingual learners ask you to name an object in English, ask them to tell you its name in their first languages.• Include answer options in the phrasing of a question. For example, ask, “Is your ribbon longer or shorter than Leo’s?”

• Make a graphic display with three pieces of ribbon or string taped on the paper. Label the ribbons with the words short, long, and longer.

Including All Children
• Provide wider, heavier ribbons, e.g., 1-inch textured, in contrasting colors to make them easier to see and use.

• Tape one end of the ribbon onto a hard surface, e.g., clipboard or box top, for easier measuring.
• Use pictures and gestures to indicate the meaning of long and short.
Questions to Guide Your Observations
• Was the child able to compare and explain differences between their ribbon and those of the other children? (22a)

• Was the child able to grasp and manipulate the ribbons? (7a)
• In what ways did the child sort the ribbons? (13)

M25
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Objective 22 
Compares and measures a. Measures objects
Related Objectives: 3a, 7a, 9c, 11a, 13, 26

The Long and Short of It

YELLOW Compare two ribbons that vary significantly in length. Ask the child to identify which ribbon 

is longer.
“You found the ribbon that is very short. Which ribbon is longer than that one?”GREEN Include ribbons that are closer or equal to each other in length. Ask the child to compare them 

and explain his answer.
“Tuan, you say this ribbon on the end is longest. I think we should hold it up to each of the other 

ribbons so we can be sure. Some of them look the same to me. Maybe they are equal  
in length.”

GREEN Encourage the child to compare multiple ribbons and then arrange them in order from longest 

to shortest. Prompt the child to talk through each choice she makes about the order of 
the ribbons.
“I see you put this ribbon first. How did you choose that one? Which ribbon will 
be next?”

BLUE

BLUE Change the position of the ribbons by lining them up differently or hanging them on a 
clothesline. Ask the child to compare the ribbons again.“If I move the ribbon or change its position, does the length of the ribbon change? Look, they are 

both touching the floor. Does that mean they are the same?”

PURPLE

PURPLE Have the child compare the length of his ribbon to various objects in the classroom. 
Encourage the child to use comparison words (longer, shorter) to talk about how the ribbon 

length relates to other objects.
“How could you find out if your ribbon is longer than the ramp in the Block area?”
“Can you find something that is shorter than your ribbon?”

Teaching Sequence
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Additional Ideas
For any table activity, make sure each 
child has enough space to work and can 
stand or sit comfortably.

Multilingual Learners 
• Include questions that can be answered 

in unison with a gesture or a few words.

• Use role play and pantomimes to help 
children learn new vocabulary.

• Use self-talk to describe the color, 
texture, or size of the ingredients.

• Invite multilingual learners to share the 
names of the ingredients in their first 
language. Point out when words sound 
similar in the first language and English.

• Include a recipe chart in children’s 
first languages.

• Include pictures of the ingredients on the 
recipe chart.

Including All Children
• Make sure each child is seated securely 

at the table and can reach the tools.

• Stabilize the bowl using nonslip material 
to make mixing easier.

• Provide measuring tools with large 
handles and clear labels.

• Use cutters with easy-to-grip handles. A 
child may need adult, or peer, help to use 
the cutter.

Questions to Guide  
Your Observations
• Was the child able to count and 

measure? (22a)

• How did the child grasp and manipulate 
the cutters and measuring tools? (7a)

• How long was the child able to attend to 
this experience? (11a)

• Did the child understand the purpose
of the recipe and follow along as you
read? (17b)

Materials: chart paper and marker*; ingredients; 
measuring cups; spoons; circle cutters of various 
sizes; scoops; large resealable bags; measuring 
tools, e.g., measuring tape, ruler, paper clips, 
plastic links, yarn

Ingredients 
1 cup water
3 cups flour
1 ½ teaspoons salt
¼ cup oil
food coloring

Directions
In a large bowl, combine ingredients, and mix with 
a spoon. Add more flour if mixture is too sticky. Put 
in a large resealable bag and seal. 

1.  Before and after cooking: Ask the children to wash 
their hands. Clean countertops. Include the children
in the setup and cleanup process, e.g., washing 
and drying utensils, wiping the tables, and putting 
supplies away.

2.  Invite the children to make molding dough at a 
table. Gather the ingredients and measuring tools. 
Read the recipe with the children. Talk about which 
tools you will need to measure each ingredient. 
Invite the children to refer to the recipe each time 
they complete a step.

“The recipe says we need 1 cup of water. Who can 

show me which measuring tool we should use?”

3.  Offer each child a chance to measure, pour, scoop,
or mix the ingredients. Talk about the measuring 
tools as you use them.

4.  Invite the children to explore the finished molding 
dough. Demonstrate how to use the cutters, and 
talk about the sizes of the pieces they cut out. Use 
a variety of measuring tools to measure the play
dough shapes.

“This cutter made a small circle. Let’s see if we can 

find a cutter that will make a bigger circle. How can 

we tell which circle is bigger?”

5.  Allow the children to create molding dough shapes 
with the cutters for as long as it interests them.
Explain that the molding dough, cutters, and 
measuring tools will be in the Art area for use during
choice time.

*Make your own large recipe chart.

M15
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Objective 22
Compares and measures 
a. Measures objects

Related Objectives: 7a, 11a, 17b, 20a, 26, 28

Molding Dough

YELLOW Offer the child a task while making the recipe that allows him to practice manipulating the 
measuring tools.

“Here is a ½ teaspoon measuring spoon. We’ll fill it three times with salt. Let’s count together. Can 
you sprinkle in the salt while I stir the flour and water?”

GREEN Ask the child to help measure ingredients for the molding dough. Invite her to measure water 
to the appropriate height in the measuring cup. Talk about what the lines mean.

“We need 1 cup of water. We’ll need to fill the glass to this line. Tell me when the water is high enough.”

GREEN Encourage the child to use a variety of measuring tools to measure ingredients. Talk about the 
similarities between the tools.

“You can use the small scoop to fill the measuring cup. It looks like they hold about the same 
amount of flour. Let’s see if you’ll need more than one scoop to fill the measuring cup.”BLUE

BLUE Allow the child to choose the measuring tools for the ingredients when making the dough. Talk 
about the smallest measuring spoons and the larger measuring cups.

“Now we’re measuring a small amount of salt. Which measuring spoons do we use for small 
amounts? That’s right, we use the teaspoons.”PURPLE

PURPLE Encourage the child to work as independently as possible while making the molding dough. 
Read the recipe together, and answer any questions he may have about measurements.

“The recipe says we need 3 cups of flour. It looks like you are filling the 1-cup measuring cup 
three times.” 

Teaching Sequence

Exploring real-life images is an important way for children 

to learn about the world around them. This collection of 

Photo Cards includes a wide variety of images that are 

incorporated throughout the Teaching Guides to support 

meaningful activities and discussions about the topics 

and provide visual support for language, literacy, and 

mathematics experiences. Additionally, you can use the 

photos in flexible ways to support and modify activities.  

For example, you can use a photo of a hairbrush as you and 

the children discuss different types of tools people use to 

take care of their bodies and as an example of a compound 

word during a literacy experience.

Find out how you can 

use Photo Cards to  

bring a wealth of study-

related people, places, 

animals, and objects  

into your classroom!

Photo Cards
The Creative Curriculum® 

for Preschool

Objective 15
Demonstrates phonological awareness, 

phonics skills, and word recognition

c. Notices and discriminates discrete 

units of sound
Related Objectives: 1b, 8a, 9b

What You Do
1. Ask the children to listen closely as you 

say their names to transition them to the 

next activity.2. Explain that you will say each syllable 

of a name separately, and they will blend 

the syllables together to figure out whose 

name it is.3. Choose a child and slowly say each 

syllable of their name, e.g., “Let-tie.”

4. Support the children to blend the name 

together and say the name, e.g., “Lettie!”

5. Continue until all children have 

transitioned to the next activity.

Name Game 
Transition

311305

Clap to Say Hello
Objective 1 Regulates own emotions and behaviors

b. Follows limits and expectations

Related Objectives: 8a, 8b, 9b, 10b, 34

What You Do1. Welcome the children by singing the 

following to the tune of “The Farmer in 

the Dell.”
Let’s clap to say hello. 

Let’s clap to say hello.

We’re happy that you’re here today!

Let’s clap to say hello.
2. Sing the song a few times using 

different actions, e.g., wave, stomp. 

3. End the song by singing the 

following verse. Let’s sit to say hello. 
Let’s sit to say hello.

We’re ready now to start our day. 

We’ll learn and play and grow! 

301

Name Breakdown
Objective 15Demonstrates phonological awareness, 

phonics skills, and word recognition

c. Notices and discriminates discrete 

units of soundRelated Objectives: 3a, 8a, 9bWhat You Do
1. Recite the following chant.We all have names that say who we are. 

We’ll shout out our names. 
You’ll hear them near and far!My name is [Evelyn]. [E-ve-lyn]!

2. Support the children to take turns 

standing up and repeating the last line of 

the chant by saying and segmenting the 

syllables in their names.

Mighty  Minutes®

Cards 301–400

for Preschool
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